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he will find a sphere of activity. We may name here, from an earlier period, the acute analyst y. Fr. Pfaff, who worked in Helmstadt and Halle from 1788 to 1825, and, at one time, had Gauss among his students. Pfaff was the first representative of the combinatory school, which, for a time, played a great r61e in different German universities, but was finally pushed aside in the manifold development of the advancing science. We must further mention the three great geometers, Mobius in Leipsic, Plucker in Bonn, von Staudt in Erlangen. Mobius was, at the same time, an astronomer, and conducted the Leipsic observatory from 1816 till 1868. Plucker, again, devoted only the first half of his productive period (1826-46) to mathematics, turning his attention later to experimental physics (where his researches are well known), and only returning to geometrical investigation towards the close of his life (1864-68). The accidental circumstance that each of these three men worked as teacher only in a narrow circle has kept the development of modern geometry unduly in the background in our sketch. Passing beyond university circles, we may be allowed to add the name of Grassmann, of Stettin, who, in his Ausdehnungslehre (1844 and 1862), conceived a system embracing the results of modern geometrical speculation, and, from a very different field, that of Hansen, of Gotha, the celebrated representative of theoretical astronomy.
We must also mention, in a few words, the development of technical education. About the middle of the century, it became the custom to call mathematicians of scientific eminence to the polytechnic schools. Foremost in this respect stands Zurich, which, in spite of the political boundaries, may here be counted as our own; indeed, quite a number of professors have taught in the Zurich polytechnic school who are to-day ornaments of the German universities. Thus the ideal of the Paris school, the combination of mathematical with technical education,
